Running Head: JUVENILE DELIQUENCY AND DISABILITIES                                                                                          		             1	                                                     
5
JUVENILE DELIQUENCY AND DISABILITIES
	




Juvenile Delinquency and Disabilities
Maurice Jones
Grantham University
[bookmark: _GoBack]June 18, 2019











Introduction
	Juvenile justice presents itself as an area in criminal law that is concerned with criminal offenders that are not old enough to be held accountable for their criminal acts. The state laws are usually used to govern juvenile justice therefore leading to the enactment of a juvenile code that is used to as a guideline for arriving at the various methods of dealing with those affected (Krohn & Lanes, 2015). Juvenile delinquency has become an area of concern today as a result of its alarming increase in the recent past. Some of the major issues that have propelled the increase in juvenile delinquency include lack of communication in the family in which a child is raised, broken families, inadequate finances leading children to crime so as to improve their conditions and also the lack of social and moral training (Greenwald, 2014). It is however important for one to note that teens are prone to making mistakes as they are immature at times the crimes they commit are not always fully in their own control.
Statement of the problem	
	In the recent past, most of the teenage offenders have been found to possess certain types of disabilities. These disabilities may be either, developmental, learning related, emotional and behavioural. Further statistics in the past have actually established that between 60 to 75 percent of these offenders usually possess or are diagnosed with one or two disabilities. The most common of these disabilities include conduct and anxiety disorders, depression and Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD) (Burfeind & Bartusch, 2011). The question of whether is there a connection between juvenile delinquency and disabilities clearly states the problem.


Purpose of the study
	The study is aimed and finding out whether the various disabilities discussed above have something to do with juvenile delinquency among the youth and if so what measures can be undertaken to help those with these disabilities thus refraining them from this delinquency. It is however important for a person to understand that if he or she has a certain disability it does not mean they are likely to be involved in criminal or delinquent behaviour (Greenwald, 2014). The study will also enable those dealing with the youth such as parents, teachers and other members of the society on how they can gain awareness on disability and how to identify the youth whose problematic behaviour is as a result of those disabilities i.e. depression, learning challenges among others.
Research Questions
Below are some of the research questions;
1. Is the parent or guardian of the youth able to understand his or her disability?
2. Do the school records point out any pattern of behavioural and academic problems?
3. Has the youth faced any traumatic event in his or her life recently?
Study Significance
	Through identification of whether or not disabilities propel the rate of juvenile delinquency will enable responsible parties to gain more control on the youth thus a reduction in youth related crime. Identification of various disabilities among the youth will help parents, guardians and teachers know how to best deal with the affected thus refraining them from committing crime based on those disabilities. The study will also be significant in raising awareness among various stakeholders in the community in relation to paying attention to key problem and academic patterns that may point out to a certain disability (Krohn & Lanes, 2015).
Conclusion
	Disability can never be used as an excuse for committing crime or any illegal behaviour. However, the key to addressing the problem of juvenile delinquency and disability must involve the collaborative efforts of various stakeholders in the community and at home to eradicate or reduce the involvement in criminal or delinquent behaviours.
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